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We are in October 1962 in a tiny mountain area on the western borderline of India and China. The peace of this place is disturbed by a really small war conflict between a few thousands of Indian and Chinese soldiers. Although this fight took basically just two weeks, it was not far from starting the third world war…

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]R o AR

o

—

China-India Border: Western Sector

i

o

Lumajangdong
Co

Qing Zang Gaoyuan
(Plateau of Tibe

Xizang (Tibet)

peh' Shangiow
N TN

——X—— International boundary, in dispute

-—— Chinese line of control/Indian claim
[ Disputed area
Other international boundary

----- Internal administrative boundary
-a —+—+—— Railroad

Road

,,,,, Track or trail

Scale 1:4,000,000

l o 50 100 Kilometers.
R e ]
o 0 100 Mies

=% N R e e |

800911 (A06000) 9-88
e N




Aksai Chin – a region as large as a half of the Czech Republic is situated in high mountains of Central Asia between India and China. Nothing grows here, nobody lives here. In spite of this fact this area has been claimed by both countries for almost two centuries. Are you asking why the region Aksai Chin is so important for China and India? Well, basically it is because no one wants to succumb. Can you imagine what would the rest of the world think about them? They would look like softies. And that is really unacceptable for both countries.

How did it all start?

When the British started to colonise India (in the middle of 19th century), there was a first try of a precise definition of the borderline between China and India. However, the policy of these two countries was too primitive at that time and was not prepared for this. The borderline between countries was not precise - we could say “traditional”, according to where inhabitants of China and India lived. The British actually caused all the problems related with the definition of Sino-Indian borderline.
Departure of the British did not solve anything
In 1947, after a long fight for independence, India became an independent state. Two years later, in 1949, the Chinese Communists won the civil war and founded the People’s Republic of China. New governments of both countries hoped that they could improve their relationships. The principles of Sino-Indian relationships known as Pancha Sila were written. The slogan „Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai“(which means „India and China are brothers“) was also very popular in both countries.

But these new governments of China and India could not succumb to the other country. In spite of the valid principles of Pancha Sila the region Aksai Chin was still claimed by both states.
First armed conflicts              


The atmosphere between China and India turned for worse in the 50’s. The first armed conflicts started. We could actually say that the Chinese basically controlled all of the fights in the Aksai Chin area. We are able to demonstrate this fact on an example from 28th July 1959 when an Indian guard took a notice of a group of twenty Chinese soldiers in the disputed region of Aksai Chin. When the Indian guard asked the Chinese soldiers to leave their territory, the Chinese refused and after that they captured six Indian men. According to the comic behaviour of the Indian during this silly skirmish, it would be appropriate to say that the Indian soldiers were at least worse prepared than the Chinese.

War of Aksai Chin in 1962

On 20th October 1962, after a few harmless conflicts in the Aksai Chin area, the government of the People’s Republic of China declared war on India and dispatched about 30,000 soldiers to occupy all disputed territories on the Sino-Indian border. 
After next few days the Chinese army decimated lots of poor Indian positions. When the Chinese politicians felt that they had demonstrated strength of their country enough, the Chinese Prime Minister Zhou Enlai sent a letter to the Indian government. In the letter he described a peace solution to the conflict and proposed a truce to India.  
Unluckily for India, the Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru refused the proposal because he did not agree with everything (he was later often criticized for that). The fights continued and Chinese soldiers started to decimate and occupy other Indian bases.

By November 1962 almost all Indian armed forces had been devastated. On 21st November the government of the People’s Republic of China stopped the firing and all Chinese soldiers had to march off. China also published a new report about the solution to the dispute. India agreed.
Present situation

After the Sino-Indian war, in the 70’s, it came to an improvement of relationships between China and India. Both sides agreed on a future cooperation and entered into negotiations on the border dispute. In 1993 an agreement of maintenance of order and peace on the border line called “Line of actual control” was declared.

According to the Line of actual control, which is still a valid border, the Aksai Chin region is a Chinese territory. But the problem has not been solved yet. India still claims the Aksai Chin region and does not intend to relinquish.

Causes of the war

At the end of the 50’s the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics started to politically and militarily support India. The Soviet Union also agreed with India on the border dispute. The government of China could see that like an alliance against the Chinese state and because China was not strong enough to attack the Soviet Union, they might demonstrate their strength by attacking India.

Another reason for the Chinese attack could be a try of the Chinese government to divert an attention of their inhabitants from the economic crisis of the country which was caused by the economic collapse in May 1958. And so the Chinese government created a foreign enemy - India - to direct people’s attention from the crisis to the wicked neighbour.

Except for these two possible causes of the Sino-Indian war in 1962, the cause might have been also greediness – China just wanted to gain a new territory. 

The third world war was imminent

While in October 1962 the Caribbean crisis between the Soviet Union and United States of America was culminating, China raised a claim to the Aksai Chin region and attacked India. After a few days of the conflict the Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru asked the USA for help in the war. Luckily, the USA refused and did not meddle in the Sino-Indian conflict. Considering the unstable situation in the world, it might have caused the third world war…
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Picture 1: the map of India showing the Aksai Chin region





Picture 2: the closer view of the Aksai Chin region








